[Advances in the prevention of cerebral ischaemia due to atrial fibrillation].
Stroke and atrial fibrillation (AF) are a real vascular epidemic, and the consequences are disastrous. The most common complication of AF is stroke. The correct aetiological diagnosis of stroke is essential for adequate prevention. The percentage of cryptogenic ischaemic strokes is far too high and the detection of AF needs to be improved. Cardio-embolic cerebral ischaemia due to AF is preventable, however due to medical inertia, the lack of compliance by the patient, and the problems with oral vitamin K antagonist anticoagulants, means that many patients with AF are at risk of suffering from a stroke. The significant recent advances with drugs such as dronedarone and dabigatran, provide real hope for an improvement in its prevention, and for this reason neurologists must know about them.